
USA Karate Academy is sending a Happy New Year to 
all of our students, their families, and friends.  As we begin 
the year 2011 we are thankful for the continued support 
of our dojo members.  95 active members is our current 
student count which is why we are still able to continue 
providing classes to the community for those as young as 5 
and those as wise as 70.

Looking back at the year 2010 
The dojo survived an extreme area economic downturn.  
We were saddened to lose the physical presence of several 
students and their families due to relocations.  Most of you 
know that Jon, Denise, Emily, and Sarah Hie moved to 
Honolulu, Hawaii.  Saying goodbye to the Hies has been 
difficult as most of our long time students know that since 
2003, the Hie family made big and small contributions to 
the dojo that were priceless.  We continue our connections 
with the Hies as much as we can through Facebook, Skype 
and even periodic visits from the Hies to the mainland, but 
the distance is great and we miss the consistent support and 
camaraderie.  

The Lisanti Family, Deborah, Emma, and Annie needed 
to move to Indiana.  A job for Emma and Annie’s, father 
Bruce required the move for our dear friends and good 
students.  Emma and Annie had just tested and achieved 
their shodan black belt ranks and were steadily assisting in 
classes as well as training.  

There has been a lot of shifting in the dojo due to the 
graduation and the relocation of our highly skilled sempai.  
With Emily Hie off to Western Washington University in 
the fall of 2010, Jack Chelgren focused on completing 
the International Baccalaureate program at Edmonds 
Woodway High School this year, Ryan Hoy graduating 
from Meadowdale High School in the spring of 2010, Nate 
Matthews and Abby Knapp just about ready to graduate 
from Shorewood High School in the spring of 2011, the 
instruction of the classes has been led throughout the fall 
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of 2010 to the present with the consistent presence of staff 
members, Sempais Kate Brehm and Gyles Batara.

We also are thankful for those Sempai who volunteer on 
a regular basis!  We have had a lot dependable assistance 
and leadership from Leigh Gardner, Abby Knapp, Nate 
Matthews, Pete Maskiell, Peggy Chelgren, Jack Chelgren, 
Nate Matthews, Nicola Gerbino, Kathryn Gregson, Sara 
Mar, and Lauren Crane.

For the Sempai and Sensei who assist us when they can; 
Sensei Chris Hoy and Sempai Irwin Batara, we thank 
you!

Jan Beaver continues to serve us in the office with 
administrative assistance.  Since 1998 Jan makes certain 
new students and their families understand our program. 
She sets up and maintains the tracking and recording of 
tuition and membership payments. In addition, once 
students are identified as testing candidates, Jan sends out 
notices to make sure that all the candidates are aware of 
their eligibility, register in a timely manner, and submit the 
necessary documents for registration.  

We accomplished much in the year 2010.  In February 
2010, Shihan Joni was elevated to 7th Degree Black Belt 
by her long-time mentor Master Danny Lane. In addition, 
Master Lane recognized Coach Alan with a 4th Degree 
Black Belt Certificate.  n
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Our New Path 
In May of 2010, USA Karate Academy cut ties with Hanshi 
Del Saito’s organization.  After 10 years of our financial 
and physical support, we have found that coming back to 
the path that brought our dojo to fruition in 1994, would be 
the key to our remaining success.  The biggest change that 
has occurred since this move is that Shihan Joni travels 
less and teaches more here at home at our own dojo.  

The mission of USA Karate Academy has always been 
to be a driving force in the community for the personal 
success and development of the students that support our 
program.  We strive to maintain high quality instruction 
that is affordable for the whole family, to be a driving force 
in the community for personal safety, respect for oneself 
and others, refinement of character, and responsible 
citizenship. n

Each year our dojo organizes and hosts two tournaments 
for the benefit of our students and to provide a safe, fun, 
and competitive venue for the Region’s amateur karate 
players.  In March and October 2010 we hosted the Pacific 
Northwest AAU Karate District 
Championships and the 16th Annual 
Pacific Northwest Karate-do Classic.  
Each event was well-attended.  
However, we can see that we have 
lost many volunteers for time and 
score keeping as well as expediting 
rings and staging.  We hope that our 
karate family; students, families, 
friends, and alumni will consider 
assisting us this year.  Our strength 
really does depend on those who 
serve and we really appreciate all 
the help.  

We had a very 
small all-female 
AAU National 
Karate team that 
attended the AAU 
Karate Nationals 
in Albany, NY 
last summer.  This 
team consisted 
of Abby Knapp, 
Lauren Crane 
and Alyssa 
Korth.  Many of 
you may already 

know that the 
team collectively 
earned 5 Gold and 
2 Silver Medals.  
Abby went on 
to the AAU Jr. 
Olympic Games 
and Jr. National 
Team trials.  There 
Abby earned not 
only high honors, 
but also a spot on 
the AAU Karate 
Jr. National Travel 
Team that went 
on to Italy for 

the WKC Jr. World Karate Championships in 
October of 2010.  We were proud of Abby for 
not only making the team, but also placing 3rd 
Place in her Kata Division. n

Tournament News
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Booster Club News
In the fall of 2010, with the desire from a group of 
passionate supporters of the dojo’s goals, we had a USA 
Karate Club booster meeting.  In the meeting, Barb Crane 
identified her willingness to lead the group in identifying 
the group’s goals and completing the footwork necessary to 
develop a multi-month campaign of fundraising activities 
to replenish and rejuvenate the USA Karate Club 501 c 3 
club’s fund which has done the following over the years:

1) Help off-set travel expenses incurred by 
amateur athletes and/or coaches/directors to 
national and international events. 

2) Develop a student/athlete college scholarship 
fund

3) Develop funds necessary to pay off the credit 
line that the school took out in order to have 
the tatami mats we currently train on

4) Identify and support non-profits that are 
in need of our assistance and utilize these 
activities to bring awareness to our students of 
the importance of community service as well 
as raise awareness in the local community that 
our local karate program gives back to our 
community.

As we greet 2011 we can say that we met some of our 
fundraising goals in 2010.  USA Karate Club completed 
the used gi drive and through the donations as well as the 
purchase of the used gis, USA Karate Club would like 
to thank its’ supporters.  With your help the club did the 
following:

1) Donated $500.00 to the non-profit: National 
Alliance to End Homelessness

2) Paid off the remaining balance that was owed on 
the mats in the amount of 2672.03

3) Established a fundraising campaign starting with 
the 16th Annual Tournament, continuing with the 
gift-wrapping station at Borders Books and Music 
in Alderwood Mall

We hope that our dojo members will save the date for 
upcoming events as outlined in our 2011 USA Karate 
Calendar.  We will soon be identifying belt testing 
candidates for the early part of February.  In addition, we 
are excited to offer an all dojo In House Tournament on 
January 28, 2011.  Sign up at the dojo and look for forms.  
We’ll need time and score keepers, officials, judges, and 
ring expediters.

March 18-20 Master Danny 
Lane will be offering a Super 
Seminar at our dojo.  All martial 
arts practitioners are welcome to 
attend.  

April 2 is the 2011 PN AAU 
Karate District Championships 
and National Qualifier. 

For those who really need to plan ahead, save July 11-16 
for the Summer Day Camp Academy. (Sempais who are 
interested in teaching at camp, please let Shihan Joni know 
as soon as possible).

Save the Dates

USA Karate
1535 NE 177th St.   
Shoreline, WA 98155
206-440-5533   
www.usakaratedojo.com
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2011                     Calender
JANUARY
1	 New	Years	Day	-	Closed
28	 In-House	Tournament

FEBRUARY
12	 WSKF	Tournament
21		 Presidents	Day	-	Closed
26	 Walla	Walla	Karate	Center	Tournament

MARCH
12	 Yakima	Tournament
18-19	Danny	Lane	Seminar

APRIL
2	 PN	AAU	Districts
22,	23,	24	Ozawa	Cup,	Las	Vegas
24	 Easter

MAY
8	 Mother’s	Day
30	 Memorial	Day	-	Closed

JUNE
19		 Father’s	Day
27,	28,	29,	30	AAU	Nationals,	
	 Ft.	Lauderdale,	FL

JULY
1,2		AAU	Nationals,	
	 Ft.	Lauderdale,	FL
4	 Independence	Day	-	Closed
11-15	Summer	Day	Camp
16	 Picnic	in	the	park	-	Potluck
29-30	AAU	Jr.	Olympic	Games

AUGUST
5,	6,	7	Gasshuku	and	Dan	Rank	Testing	-	USA
7	 In-House	Tournament
20		 Celebrate	Shoreline

SEPTEMBER
5	 Labor	Day	-	Closed

OCTOBER
22	 17th	Annual	Pacific	Northwest	
	 Karate-do	Classic

NOVEMBER
24	 Thanksgiving	-	Closed

DECEMBER
22	 Holiday	Pizza	Party
24	 Christmas	Eve	-	Closed
31	 New	Year’s	Eve	-	Closed
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